Speech by Sri. V. S. Achuthanandan, Ex. Chief Minister and Leader of Opposition, Kerala on 1st July 2014, while addressing the agitating SNEA(I) Comrades

At the very outset I would like to extend my salutations and greetings to the BSNL officers, who, I understand, have been agitating for over a month now. After going through different modes of agitation, for the last one week you have embarked on the most painful and suffering mode of agitation, namely, the hunger strike. And you are agitating against the anti-employee actions of a Chief General Manager, who is attempting a dictatorial rule in the Circle, suppressing everyone else.  

I understand that in the national Telecom sector, Kerala Circle has been rendering the most prestigious service, which has received the applause and appreciation of one and all including the CMD, BSNL, Secretary DOT etc. and this fact has been placed on record by them. Needless to say, that such feats can be achieved only by the active cooperation and total dedication of the employees. 

These being the facts, there are definite and strong charges that the CGM is attempting to topple the well - established set up in the Circle, by inflicting mental harrassment of the employees. The fact that both the employees and the executives are expressing similar sentiments lend credentials to the charges. And the employees, in one voice, say that he is a total failure in providing adequate materials for both maintenance and development activities. There are strong charges in the air that he had stalled all activities in the mobile sector. It is also heard that he derives pleasure in torturing the Executives by sizable reduction in the number of posts and transferring them hither and thither. It is also learnt that he is attempting to destroy the Circle and put this profit making Circle in the ref by instilling fear, dissatisfaction and discontent in the employees and executives.

It is only natural that doubts arise whether this man has ulterior commitments. The telecom sector is an inexhaustible gold mine. We have already witnessed the enormous opportunities in the 2G spectrum issue. The huge corporates are literally on a war to conquer the mobile sector. Kerala, with the largest telecom density is, therefore, one of the main targets of the corporates. Statistics show that the Keralites spend more than 2000 crores per year in the mobile sector alone. Therefore it is of prime interest to the private sector. And it is only natural that they attempt to weaken and destroy the strong public sector presence in the sector. And they are willing to spend any amount for that purpose. Who knows whether your weak hearted CGM has fallen prey to them. One thing is certain! He is not doing the right job here. 

I understand that he is not a Keralite. But that is no disqualification for the post. But I am afraid that he is not aware of Kerala or its well organized employee culture. We feel so, because this gentleman appears to be in fool's paradise, when he, with stubborn arrogance tends to impose, dominate and dictate. The employee organizations in Kerala have progressed thus far through a lot of sweat, tears and even blood. The employees and officers of this State have not come through the easy path. They have earned their rights, strong-heartedly facing and defeating so many dictators and despots. The CGM better learn from somebody, what has happened to the despots and dictators who attempted to trample upon employee rights and privileges. Only one example might be enough, that of Sir C.P.

Therefore my only request to him is to end the path of strife, concede genuine demands and rights of the employees and Executives, take them into confidence and reestablish the healthy, harmonious work culture that was very much prevalent here. Let me also remind him that if he carries on with his unwanted arrogance and haughtiness, he will only land in deeper trouble and greater danger.

I once again salute one and all of the agitators. Wish you and the agitation all success.

Regards and salutations.

