SNEA (I)/CHQ/MOC&IT/2012-14/10          Dated 13th November, 2014.

To

Sh. Ravi Shankar Prasad,


Hon MOC&IT,  New Delhi.

Sub: Govt’s decision to denationalize Coal sector and destabilize strategic public sector Coal Unit of Country by offloading its 10% equity motivated and devoid of merits- Association supports strike by workers of Coal India on 24th Nov, 14 by holding Lunch hour demonstrations throughout the Country at Circle/SSA Hqs. 
Respected Sir,

Coal sector has been plagued by unprecedented corruption where politicians from all shades in close collusion with so called potential private partners like JSPL etc. during the regime of both UPA and NDA etc. were fully involved. These startling revelations by CAG have also been corroborated by other investigative agencies. Thus targeting Coal India for the existing coal turmoil in the Country by deciding to snatch away potential captive coal mines from it and offloading its 10% equity is only an attempt to weaken and destabilize the strategic public owned coal unit of the Country and further serve the vested interests of corrupt private sector and politicians who have wrecked havoc in the strategic energy sector of coal in the Country. Coal India cannot by any means be held responsible for coal gate scam in the Country and crisis that exists in coal Industry today where politicians and private sector were having an organized nexus and have been hand in glove since 1994. 
It would not at all be an exaggeration to mention that Coal India has been giving out its best under severe constraints and against the backdrop of massive political corruption and complete policy paralysis that ravaged the sector. In fact, the delivery of Coal in such a hostile and corrupt environment to say the least has been exemplary.  

This Association finds no merit or justification in the decision of the Govt. to privatize captive coal mines and divest 10% equity in Coal India. The decision of the government appears to be clearly motivated and devoid of merits. Government’s compulsion of bridging fiscal deficit cannot be accomplished by selling public assets. This is imprudent and very narrow   monetary policy dictated by extraneous considerations.
This Association has thus decided to extend its total support and solidarity to the call of strike given by trade various Unions of Coal India by holding lunch hour demonstrations on 24th Nov. 14, at headquarters of BSNL, CGMs and GMs throughout the Country. It is unfortunate that the present government at the very start of its tenure has started undermining the huge strategic importance of public sector units in Power, Coal, Telecom, Steel, Heavy industries, Oil etc. by resorting to counterproductive policies of disinvestment etc. without trying to address critical issues afflicting the performance of these public utilities. 

We however believe that government takes a fresh and holistic look at the entire issue of disinvestment and other ill conceived policies that seek to weaken and jeopardize the growth of these units instead of strengthening them and recognizing and acknowledging the role of strategic public sector units and their critical significance in protecting National Interests of paramount importance and incredible potential for resource mobilization and generation.   
With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

(K. Sebastin)

Copy to:
1) Sri. Narendra Modiji, Hon Prime Minister of India for information pl.
2) Sri. Piyush Goyal, Hon. Minister of State for Coal for information pl.
3) Sri. Ajit Seth, Cabinet Secy/Govt. of India for information pl.
4) Sri. Anil Swaroop, Coal secretary for information pl.
5) Sri. Rakesh Garg, Secretary/DOT for information pl.
6) Sri. A N Rai, CMD/BSNL for information pl.
7) Sri. Tapan Sen, GS/CITU for information and n/a pl. 
