SNEA(I)/MOC&IT/5/4-11                            Dated 13th April,11.

To

Sh. Kail Sibal, 

MOC&IT,

New Delhi.

Sub: Selection of CMD/BSNL- regarding.

Respected Sir,

One of the core issues having adversely impacted the growth of BSNL is non resolution of absorption of ITS in BSNL just because of persistent failure and deliberate inaction, indecisiveness and lack of conviction and firmness on part of top bureaucracy in government to address this fundamental issue of viability of BSNL. In contemptuous and absolute disregard of the clear cut orders of the government (DOP&T) strictly forbidding any kind of deputation to CPSUs exceeding seven years (including two years for finalizing terms and conditions of absorption), ITS officers continue to be on merry making in BSNL for the last more than a decade since the formation of BSNL and absorption of more than three lakh executives and non executives, paralyzing, in the process, growth of BSNL. 

Even though the top management of BSNL and the bureaucrats in the administrative ministry (DOT) are unwilling to concede to this revealing and hard fact, because of virtual non existence of a dividing line between them and the ITS fraternity, but the fact of the matter remains that continuing delay in addressing this core issue continues to drain out BSNL in every possible way and has exhausted it completely. Even at this belated stage when BSNL is profusely bleeding, government continues to beat about the bush by not making any tangible and serious efforts to resolve this critical issue.   

Against the background of this serious development, it is just crucial to ensure that CMD of BSNL does not come on deputation but takes permanent absorption in BSNL. Any move to allow CMD to come on deputation will have a disastrous impact on the growth of BSNL in terms of further demoralizing an already highly demoralized absorbed workforce and giving huge leverage and scope to ITS to strengthen their demand to continue on what is presently their illegitimate deputation in BSNL.   

We thus request you to completely abandon any kind of move to allow people to be selected as CMD/BSNL on deputation from other ministries/departments, instead of taking permanent absorption in the Company that is now the practice. Otherwise, such an action will have a counterproductive and crippling impact on the whole organization. 

In fact, taking permanent absorption in BSNL should be a mandatory condition for selection to the board of directors in BSNL as well. Not very surprisingly, this condition is not mandatory for ITS officers seeking selection to the board of directors. Instead, they are required to submit what is called merely a technical resignation which completely insulates them from the risks of their losing government jobs/pension etc. that arise on account of huge challenges they would be facing in a highly competitive business environment in BSNL on their permanent absorption in the Company. 

Highly ambitious and keen to have their uninterrupted career growth, ITS has been leading BSNL from the safe heavens of the government, sitting pretty comfortably in its lap for the last ten years. That is the sort of extremely feeble and superficial commitment and conviction they have towards BSNL as its frontline leaders and bureaucracy in government has been easily buckling to all this unmindful of how it has reduced prestigious and strategic national telecom institution to shambles. Prevailing end results of all round dismal performance of BSNL are thus not at all unexpected.     

With kind regards,
Sincerely Yours,

( G.L.Jogi ) 

Copy to:

1. Respected Sh.Manmohan Singh Ji, Hon’ble PM Sir, bureaucracy in DOP&T, DOE, ministry of law, DPE, DOT etc. has been wrecking havoc with BSNL by not addressing core issue of ITS absorption for the last more than six years. Top bureaucracy must be held squarely responsible for their persistent failure to meet the timelines to resolve contentious and critical issue of ITS absorption.

2. Respected Sh. Gurudas Kamat, MOS for C&IT.

3. Dr Sam Pitroda, Chairman Selection Committee.

4. Sh. Nandan Nilenkani, Member Selection Committee.

5. Sh. K. M. Chandershekar, Cabinet Secretary, Govt. of India. Requested not to further linger on resolution of crucial issue of ITS absorption.
6. Sh. T.K.A. Nair, Principal Secretary to the Hon PM.

7.  Sh. R. Chandershekar, Secy/DOT. Requested to expedite ITS absorption. 
8. MS Alka Sirohi, Secy/DOP&T. Requested to accord highest priority to the issue of ITS absorption that is hanging for the last more than six years due to sheer indecisiveness of the government, finishing, in the process, BSNL.
9. Sh. Bhaskar Chatterjee, Secy/DPE.

