No: SNEA/CHQ/SEC DoT/2015-18/21       Dated 21.08.2017. 

To

Smt. Aruna Sundararajan,

Secretary, DoT, 
Sanchar Bhavan, New Delhi.

Sub: Pension revision for the BSNL pensioner’s w.e.f. 01.01.2017 as per Rule 37A of the CCS Pension Rules, 1972. Pension revision for the retired BSNL Executives and Non Executives is not linked with the 3rd PRC or pay revision of the serving BSNL Executives or the affordability of BSNL. 
Respected Madam,

BSNL was formed on 01.10.2000 by the corporatization of DTS/DTO and more than 3.5 lakhs Govt employees got absorbed in BSNL. Out of 3.5 lakhs, 2 lakhs employees already retired from the service. All of them got absorbed in BSNL on the firm commitment from the Govt that they will be paid Govt pension on IDA pay scales as per the provisions of CCS Pension Rules 1972. For this purpose, Govt amended the CCS Pension Rules 1972 by inserting Rule 37A, specifically for BSNL Pensioners. Like other Central Govt pensioners, pension for the BSNL pensioners also paid by the Govt.
The last pension revision for BSNL Pensioners had done w.e.f. 01.01.2007, co-terminus with the date of pay revision for the Executives and Non Executives of the CPSUs. Next pension revision for the BSNL pensioners is due from 01.01.2017. 
Pension revision for the BSNL pensioners is not linked with the 3rd PRC or pay revision of the serving BSNL Executives due to the following reasons:
1) Pension for the BSNL Pensioners is governed by Rule 37A of the CCS Pension Rules, 1972. Pension is paid by the Govt, not by BSNL. 
2) Since Pension is paid by the Govt, affordability or profitability of BSNL is not at all affects the pension revision. 

3) For the BSNL pensioners, the pension contribution as decided by the Govt is already paid in full by BSNL to the Govt, till their retirement. 

4) 3rd PRC recommendation is only for pay revision unlike Central Pay Commission (CPC) where pay revision and pension revision were part of the terms of reference and recommendations of CPCs.
5) PRC is only for the Executives unlike the Central Pay Commission (CPC) where pay revision and pension revision were part of the terms of reference for all, officers as well as other employees.
6) Pension revision for BSNL pensioners was not part of terms of reference of 3rd PRC and hence no recommendation is given by 3rd PRC in this regard. Another reason is that 3rd PRC is only for the Executives, not for the Non-Executives.

7) Last pension revision for BSNL pensioners w.e.f 01.01.2007 was done through a Union Cabinet decision.

8) With regards to fitment, Union Cabinet already decided 15% fitment on IDA scales.

In view of the above submissions, your kind personal intervention is solicited to take urgent steps to get the pension revision implemented for BSNL pensioner’s w.e.f. 01.01.2017 with 15% fitment, with the approval of Union Cabinet.
With kind regards, 

(Sebastin. K)

Copy to:

1. Shri Manoj Sinha, Hon MoSC for kind information and n/a pl.
2. Shri Pradeep Kumar Sinha, Cabinet Secretary for kind information and n/a pl.
3. Smt Aruna Sundararajan, Secretary, DOT for information and n/a pl.

4. Shri R. K. Misra, Member(Services), Telecom Commission for information and n/a pl.
5. Smt Anuradha Mitra, Member(Finance), Telecom Commission for information and n/a pl.
6. Shri Anupam shrivatava, CMD, BSNL for information pl.
7. Smt Sujata T Ray, DIR(HR), BSNL Board for information pl.
