Sanchar Nigam Executives’ Association
(Only Recognised Executives’ Association in BSNL)

E-mail:sneachq@yahoo.com, ksebastin@gmail.com 
                                                      
SNEA/CHQ/CMD/2018-21/81
        Dated 27.04.2020.

To


Shri. P. K. Purwar,

Chairman and Managing Director, 

BSNL, New Delhi.

Sub: Request for extension of the deadline for closure of accounts at Circle level by at least one month on pan India basis:

Respected Sir, 
As part of Covid-19 containment efforts of Government of India, Hon Prime Minister of India in his address to the nation of 24th March, 2020, has called for a nationwide lockdown for 21 days, subsequently extended for another 19 days until 3rd May, 2020, limiting movement of the entire 1.3 billion population as a preventive measure against spread of Corona virus pandemic in India. As we know, this announcement happened all on a sudden, without giving any window for the employees to plan their work. This lockdown is to continue until 3rd May, 2020. We also know that the number of Covid 19 positive cases being reported from different parts of the country is still showing an increasing trajectory, in many states. 

Telecom services being an essential service, however has been exempted from the lockdown. The priority of BSNL or any other telecom company at this juncture is to ensure effective functioning of all network elements from BTS onwards, all telephone exchanges and all OFC connecting BTS/BSC/MSC/Exchanges/OLT/MPLS/core network/transport network etc. On revenue side, our officers are taking all out efforts for payment of bills by reminding all non-payment customers either from office or from home and its collections by different modes.  All out efforts are also taken for the sale of products like mobile recharge etc. We were able to provide good number of new connections including EB circuits, BB and FTTH even during this lockdown period.  It’s purely for this purpose that we have been enlisted as essential service and we are proud that our officers and employees are living upto the expectations, serving the nation at this moment of catastrophe.

But however, we would like to bring to your kind attention, difficulties faced by the field units, particularly with respect to closure of accounts and auditing for the financial year 2019-20. This is a moment when priority should be clear cut and we know we have an enemy at our doorstep. However activities particularly related to closure of accounts are being handled by ignoring this reality and in an unusual hurry. On March 23, 2020 it was communicated that Circle level closure of accounts has to be completed by 20th May, 2020. Remember, this was before the announcement of 40 days long lock down and the sad thing is that without any rationale, the officers are being pressurized to complete the activities by this date. Many activities involved in closure of accounts include booking all expenses, physical verification of all assets, inventory and WIP can however be started only after lockdown. For booking expenses, we need all invoices to be accounted. Many of our vendors have not submitted the bills for payment due to lockdown and we don’t know how the accounts can be closed without accounting these bills. To complicate the scenario, SES posting was locked w.e.f. 22.04.2020, a week earlier than it was done last year. Also it has been intimated that the MM period will be closed by 25.04.2020. This is also much ahead of how it was done last year. When the entire nation and the world itself is deferring things from EMIs to academic years to fight the pandemic, and when our field officers are playing pivotal role by ensuring 100% uptime of the network and for maximum revenue generation and collection in spite of the pandemic, we strongly feel that we are planning a lesser important activity, when everybody knows that it is not possible. It may also be noted that the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has extended almost all due dates from holding of AGMs to filing of accounts by at least 45 days. 

Every likelihood, the lockdown in some States will be extended beyond 03rd May, 2020, maintaining strict restrictions on travel. The situation in Metro Cities is more serious. It will take more time to start public transport, throughout the country. Closure of accounts will not be possible in a working from home scenario or even if we work from office in the current scenario. It can be possible only if our offices function full fledge, our vendors submit all their invoices and physical verification of inventory, WIP and assets are completed. In the present scenario, we know these are possible only if lockdown is over. 
So, in this context we request you to:

1. Extend the deadline for closure of accounts at Circle level by at least 1 month on a pan India basis so that invoice booking and physical verification can be completed.

2. SES posting may be reopened.

3. MM period to be opened for at least two weeks after the lockdown.

With kind regards, 
(Sebastin. K)
Copy to:
1. Shri. S. K. Gupta, Director(Fin), BSNL Board for info and n/a pl.
2-5. DIR(HR)/DIR(CFA)/DIR(CM)/DIR(EB), BSNL Board for info and n/a pl.
Sebastin. K, General Secretary
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