Sanchar Nigam Executives’ Association
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CENTRAL HEAD QUARTERS, New Delhi, 110015
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E-mail:sneachq@yahoo.com 
                                                       
No: SNEA/CHQ/SEC DoT/2015-18/28       Dated 20.12.2017. 

To

Smt. Aruna Sundararajan,

Secretary, DoT, 

Sanchar Bhavan, New Delhi.

Sub: BSNL is in the revival mode. For accelerating the growth, support from the Govt is absolutely required at the appropriate time, now by allotting 4G spectrum. So far, BSNL could not start 4G services as Govt didn’t allotted 4G spectrum. BSNL will be out of competition from the Telecom market if it did not start 4G services immediately. 

Respected Madam,

All the Telecom Operators, except BSNL, launched 4G services with the 4G spectrum allotted by the Govt. They are fully geared upto capture the new business opportunity in Telecom sector, the Data services. All these operators started capitalizing the market. Now the Telecom Sector entered into the era of Data. The voice is becoming free day by day. BSNL missed the “VOICE BUS” between 2008 to 2012 as Govt did not allowed it to procure mobile equipments between 2008 and 2012 when mobile growth was at its peak. These facts has been acknowledged by the present Govt also and the former Telecom Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad publicly stated that BSNL become sick as the earlier Govt didn’t allowed BSNL to procure mobile equipments in time. Similarly, BSNL will miss the “DATA BUS” also if Govt did not act in a responsible manner immediately by allotting 4G spectrum.
At the time of formation of BSNL in 2000, BSNL was not allowed to start the mobile services. BSNL started mobile services only after two years of its formation, by that time private operators captured the mobile market. Even then BSNL grown exponentially till 2007, till Govt stopped BSNL from procuring mobile equipments through the 45.5 M tender. Subsequent three mobile tenders of BSNL were also cancelled on flimsy grounds. Till 2013, through an undeclared ban, Union Home Ministry restrained BSNL from deploying mobile equipments of Chinese vendors in the North and Eastern zone where India is having international borders, citing security reasons. Surprisingly this restriction was not there for any private operator. Naturally in all those tenders, Chinese vendor become L1 but BSNL could not proceed further. More importantly BSNL didn’t allowed even to purchase equipments from the L2 vendor, leaving the L1, citing CVC guidelines. The entire potential western zone was unable to grow as the tender was awarded to M/s ITI Ltd as Reserve Quota as per the direction of DoT, which could not supply the equipments in time. In fact M/s ITI Ltd is not a mobile equipment manufacturer but DoT compelled BSNL to procure the equipments from M/s ITI Ltd!

Now Telecom Industry entered into the next revolution through high speed Data. After the entry of Reliance Jio, the competition became more tough. Unfortunately Govt is compelling BSNL to compete with the private operators without even having the 4G services and 4G spectrum. Even the BWA spectrum allotted to BSNL is in the inferior 2600 MHz band which is not LTE compatible where as private operators got the BWA spectrum in the 2300 MHz band which is LTE compatible.

BSNL is the only Telecom operator meeting the social obligations of the Govt. For accomplishing the Govt objectives, BSNL is implementing all the Govt projects like NOFN (BharatNet), LWE project, NFS project etc without much compensation, incurring huge losses to the company. 

To survive in the Telecom market, BSNL has to launch 4G services immediately. For that purpose, Govt has to allot 4G spectrum to BSNL immediately. Without launching 4G services, BSNL cannot compete with other operators in the highly competitive market. It is high time for the Govt to intervene and support its own PSU, otherwise BSNL will miss the “DATA BUS” also as in the case of “VOICE BUS”. The way Govt helps the private operators in the present situation, special consideration required for BSNL also. 

Our earnest appeal to goodself is that to take immediate action to allot 4G spectrum to BSNL for launching 4G services.

With kind regards, 

(Sebastin. K)

Copy to:

1. Shri Manoj Sinha, Hon MOSC for kind intervention please.

2. Shri Anupam Shrivatava, CMD/BSNL for information and n/a please.

3. Smt Anuradha Mitra, Member(Finance), Telecom Commission for information and n/a pl.

4. Shri N. Sivasailam, Addl Sec/DoT and BSNL Board of Directors for information and n/a pl. 

5. Shri. R. K. Mittal, DIR(CM), BSNL Board for information and n/a please.

6. Smt Sujata T Ray, DIR(Fin & HR), BSNL Board for information and n/a please.

7. Shri N K Mehta, DIR(EB & CFA), BSNL Board for information and n/a please.

8. Smt Sujata Rao, Director, BSNL Board for information please.

9. Shri V. Vekateshhwar Bhat, Director, BSNL Board for information please.

10. Smt Padma Iyer Kaul, BSNL Board of Directors from DoT for information please.

11. Dr Santosh R Dastane, Director, BSNL Board for information please.

12. Prof Jasbir Singh, Director, BSNL Board for information please.

K. Sebastin, General Secretary
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